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apologists begin to respect sincere scruples, and to
sympathize with men who are troubled with doubts.
The modern unbeliever must be thankful that he is
no longer represented by Boljngbroke or Paine, and
Christians may be equally thankful that the defence
of Christianity is delivered from the ferocity of the
Bentleys and the Warburtons. In reading old books
on evidences it is painful to find that in order to
achieve a victory over an unbeliever, it was often
necessary to charge him with some immorality, to
impute some bad motive for his unbelief to misrepre-
sent his meaning, and then to belabour him as one of
the forlorn children of Belial. Of course this was the
spirit of past times, and was quite in agreement with
the love which militant Christians then showed to
each other. The spirit of the lecturers at St. George's
Hall contrasts favourably with this spirit. It shows
that if Christianity does not develop, Christians do;
that if the * faith once delivered to the saints' be
always the same, its defenders at least make progress
in Christian virtues.

It is not to be denied that at the present time we
are in the midst of a great religious crisis. The
educated classes, it is said, are renouncing Chris-
tianity, Reports concerning the universities represent
scepticism as widely spread among the students. The
highest intellects are no longer at the service of reli-
gion, and even the clergy themselves are said to be
jnaking shipwreck of faith. Some allowance must,
indeed, be made for the exaggerations to which reli-
gious people are specially prone; but it is certain that
ihe faith which served our fathers will not, at least in